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Bluegill SunfishBluegill Sunfish
Redear SunfishRedear Sunfish

Fathead minnowsFathead minnows
Threadfin ShadThreadfin Shad
Golden ShinersGolden Shiners

CrayfishCrayfish
Largemouth Bass(F1, Florida, Northern)Largemouth Bass(F1, Florida, Northern)

Gizzard ShadGizzard Shad
Rainbow TroutRainbow Trout
Tilapia (if legal)Tilapia (if legal)
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Bluegill Sunfish Bluegill Sunfish 
((Lepomis macrochirusLepomis macrochirus))
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Shellcracker or Redear Shellcracker or Redear 
(Lepomis microlophus(Lepomis microlophus)



FatheadFathead MinnowsMinnows
((Pimephales promelasPimephales promelas))
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This species occupies an additional niche in the ecosystem and improves lake 
productivity since they mostly feed on phytoplankton. They provide a rich and 
abundant source of protein for largemouth bass. It is critical for establishment 
to stock in the spring with spawn ready shad.  This means adult size (>2 
inches) shad gathered when they are surfacing in efforts to spawn.  The 
numbers need to be high enough to survive initial bass predation in lakes 
where already established. The bluegill population will increase due to less 
predation pressure allowing higher recruitment of medium size bluegill. 

Threadfin ShadThreadfin Shad
(Dorosoma petenense)(Dorosoma petenense)
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Golden ShinersGolden Shiners
((Notemigonus crysoleucasNotemigonus crysoleucas))



CrayfishCrayfish
(Procambarus clarkii)

Called swamp bugs, crawfish, crawdads or crayfish they are an asset to 
growing big bass. Stocking rates are less for a new pond than existing lake.  
Establishment is accomplished usually with 50 lbs/acre. They occupy a 
different niche and in the right environment aid in bass growth. Some also 
feel they create a situation where the bass bite better as well. Crayfish thrive 
when they have hiding places, thick trees are good but rock and concrete are 
even better.  They also need a high hardness, something that should be 
achieved with a good lime application. 
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Largemouth Bass Largemouth Bass 
((Micropterus salmoidesMicropterus salmoides))



Gizzard ShadGizzard Shad
((Dorosoma cepedianumDorosoma cepedianum))
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Rainbow TroutRainbow Trout
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TilapiaTilapia

&&ilapia are a tropical fish belonging to the cichlid family. Tilailapia are a tropical fish belonging to the cichlid family. Tilapia are very pia are very 
prolific and under the right conditions a female tilapia can proprolific and under the right conditions a female tilapia can produce 500 plus duce 500 plus 
fry every 3fry every 3--5 weeks. Stocking tilapia provides a tremendous amount of 5 weeks. Stocking tilapia provides a tremendous amount of 
additional forage for the bass, but also helps reduce feeding pradditional forage for the bass, but also helps reduce feeding pressure on the essure on the 
bluegill. Tilapia feed on small aquatic organisms, fish food, anbluegill. Tilapia feed on small aquatic organisms, fish food, and they also d they also 
feed on some aquatic vegetation such as filamentous algae and wafeed on some aquatic vegetation such as filamentous algae and water meal ter meal 
that are known to be hard to eliminate with herbicides. Tilapia that are known to be hard to eliminate with herbicides. Tilapia can survive in can survive in 
poor water quality conditions, however they die when water tempepoor water quality conditions, however they die when water temperature rature 
drops below 52drops below 52°° F for several days. They become lethargic providing easy F for several days. They become lethargic providing easy 
meals in the fall when temperatures drop to mid 50meals in the fall when temperatures drop to mid 50��s. s. 
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Why continue this outdated plan if you want trophy bass Why continue this outdated plan if you want trophy bass 
growth?  growth?  

Our stocking plan is about 48:1.  You add in other forage items Our stocking plan is about 48:1.  You add in other forage items and you and you 
can see why you get great bass growth.  can see why you get great bass growth.  
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EX:EX: Lake stocked in June 2006 with 2 inch Lake stocked in June 2006 with 2 inch 
F1 bass.  F1 bass.  

A bass was caught in July  2008 over 6 A bass was caught in July  2008 over 6 
lbs.  Just over two years after stocking.lbs.  Just over two years after stocking.

Does the program work?  You be Does the program work?  You be 
the judge!the judge!

March 2007March 2007--less than a yr. 1.4 lbsless than a yr. 1.4 lbs

October  2007October  2007-- 3 lbs, 16 months 3 lbs, 16 months 
after stockingafter stocking

April 2008April 2008-- 4 lbs4 lbs
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2009 clients stocked with this 
program.   The bass were stocked 
June 13, 2009 as two inch 
fingerlings.  

3 year old Avery Upchurch caught August 14th at 9 inches. 


