acre on smaller ponds and one per acre
. in larger lakes. There are many items
you can use for cover. Pallets work well
because they provide both cover and
lots of surface area for shad and min-
nows to lay eggs. Just keep in mind
some items might hold fish, but can
you get them out of there if you hook
one? Also, ’'m not a fan of using tires
— lots of work for a small amount of
useful cover.

There is only so much food to go
around. You need to limit the competi-
tion, and this means harvesting bass or
competitive species. Other species that
might compete directly with bass are
crappie, chain pickerel, bowfin and
large catfish. Other species may also
compete with bluegill for food, which
in turn limits the bass forage base.
Remove all competitive species when
caught for the goal of growing larger
bass. \

A selective bass-harvest program
is in order. Start with the bass that are
the most common size. If you catch
mostly 10- to 12-inch bass, remove
them. Also, you can set a size limit and
remove any bass under that size. This
size limit will change over time,
according to your goals. Larger bass
should be over the hump and healthy
— if not, remove them as well.

How many pounds to harvest is a
little more difficult to figure. A good
starting point for most is 20 to 30
pounds per acre. Base this rate on fer-
tility and relative weight. Here is an
example: 10-acre fertile lake with
stunted 10- to 12-inch bass means
remove 30 pounds divided by 0.5
(average weight of bass) x 10 acres =
600 bass. I think it is time for a fish fry,
and it is hard to beat the fillet from a
10-inch bass. You will know you’re get-
ting close to your goal because these
bass will become more difficult to
catch. There will be a lag period, but
you will start to see the bass fatten up.

The take-home message here is
that you should provide the best water
quality to keep the fish thriving and
alive, add some cover for better habitat,
boost the production, but don’t forget
to decrease the competition.

The final step is to boost the gro-
ceries with fish stocking. It is best to do
this after you have “thinned the herd”
to steal the deer term. This will lead to
better survival of stocked fish. We will
discuss stocking next month, as well as
supplemental feeding, harvest selection
and bass genetics, in our third and final

articles in this series on fish-
pond management.

You Can Get A Pond Manager
...0r You Can Get RESULTS!?
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FISHERIES SERVICES
o ELECTROSHOCK ANALYSIS ° FiISH STOCKING
o LAKE HABITAT DESIGN ° AQuATic WEED
CONTROL ° LIME & FERTILIZATION

PRODUCTS
o FisH FEEDERS © HERBICIDES ® AERATORS
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plans put an extra bend in your :
rod this year! Fisherics Biologist

“Providing exceptional |

119 Davis Road - Suite 7A -Augusta, GA
(706) 854-0056 - Fax (706) 854-0668
www.mossyoakproperties.com

Alex Nixon - Bill Harris

MOSSY OAK,
Kevin Teston - Chuck Humphrey %’{’35,%’,’},’,.‘55
America’s Land Specialist
LONG COUNTY, GA

The Lodge at Forrest Pond offers a 5 BR log lodge, fully furnished with 100+/- acres of lakes on a
254 acre tract near Savannah & Jacksonville. Great bass fishing & abundant wildliffe. Paved road

frontage & development POtential..............wsrecssress SOED - =it el ....$2,950,000
MORGAN COUNTY, GA

71 Acre estate farm on Hwy 83, south of Madison. Features a pond, two creeks, mature hardwoods

and pines. Well and electricity on property. Abundant Wildlife...........co...ueveveeemensesresranens $625,000

JEFFERSON COUNTY, GA

Pinway Plantation: 723 Acres with 4000 sq ft lodge. Improvements include several out buildings,
kennels, horse barn, pond, quail course, dove field and five 4 in. wells. Equipment included. Good

combination of natural wood, planted pine and open fields.......cc.oveirecereesesricns $2,200,000
GREENWOOD COUNTY, SC

151 Acres features beautiful mature hardwood / pine, 18 year old planted pine and two interior

creeks. Tremendous recreational & investment potential ‘ $2775/Ac

McDUFFIE COUNTY, GA

125 Acres with 2150 ft. frontage on Brier Creek. 25 acres open land, thinned pines, with regenerat-
ing timber and SMZ's in bottomland. Excellent wildlife potential.............curiiesmsenees $1Q75/Ac

McCORMICK COUNTY, SC
Plum Branch, 80 Acres +/- Fully wooded natural pine / harwood. Partially renovated farm house,
could be a great hunting lodge or residence....UNDER CONTRACT...............$2500/Ac

Each Mossy Oak Properties office is independently owned and operated.
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