might talk to DNR
about getting this °
changed.

Adding new bass
to your lake, especial-
ly if it’s an older lake,
is a good idea to fresh-
en your genetics.
There are a few choic-
es out there. To make
it clear, there are.only
two naturally occur-
ring subspecies of
largemouth bass. The
northern bass are
known  for their
aggressive nature, and
Florida  bass are
known to grow large
in size, but are less
aggressive and diffi-
cult «to catch when
large. The FI1, also
called tiger bass, is a
cross of a pure Florida
and a pure Northern.
The Fl is a good
choice  for  most
because it has the
qualities of both.
However, if you want

to produce the next
world record, you
probably will need a
pure’ Florida. A lake
full of pure Florida bass can be some
tough fishing, and pure Florida bass are
hard to find and quite pricey.

For existing lakes, we now sell
- more northern bass than any others.
They are extremely aggressive and
most clients want to catch bass. They
might top out at 6 to 8 pounds in the
Southeast, but that is a big bass to most.
We have stocked them with great suc-
cess. Catch rates go up with the north-
ern-strain largemouth that are stocked,
plus it seems the competition turns on
native bass as well. Future offspring
will have ' more aggressive genetics as
well. We usually mark the bass by clip-
ping the pelvic fin or tagging so they
are not removed when harvesting.
There have been many fish-tag compa-
nies that have came and gone, but Floy
Tag has been around for years. Their
simple method of inserting a tag below
the in the dorsal fin leaves the bass
unharmed. You can track seasonal
growth as well as success in capture,
and it is just dang fun to do.

When shocking client Ed Walsh’s
lake outside of Macon last year, we
rolled a bass that was tagged 4 years
' prior. The tag was covered with algae,
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Your very own tagging program can provide valuable
information about the growth and catch rates of bass in
your pond.

but a little scratch with the thumbnail
and the number was legible. What was
most interesting was Ed said he had
never caught this bass, and that he was
shocked in the exact same spot.

You actually can determine the
genetics of your bass. We started last
year submitting liver samples to Texas
A&M for determination. They can tell
you if the bass is pure northern, pure
Florida, F1 or a mix of genetics known
as Fx. Once you know your genetics,
you can make plans to tweak in the
direction of your choice with future
stockings.

So there you have it. You should be
on your way to producing some wall-

hanging bass. The timing is right so get

started now. Evaluate the pond or hire
someone to assist you, and begin
implementing some of the recommen-
dations mentioned in the last two arti-
cles. Let the wife know I said you have
to go to the pond to remove some bass.
Tough I know, but somebody has got to
do it.

Editor’s Note: For more informa-
tion, contact the author, fisheries biolo-

gist Greg Grimes, at

<greg @lakework.com>.
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Affordable tracts available for hunting,
recreation, and home sites.

Taylor Co. 125 acres - Hunting Paradise on
Whitewater Creek! With over 4000 feet of frontage on
Whitewater Creek, this property offer a unique oppor-
tunity to own some of the finest waterfront hunting
land in Georgia. Located just 5 miles south of Butler,
with frontage on Hwy 19, this tract has big timber, big
deer, big turkey, and big potential. Topo is rolling hills
with over 50% of the tract in bottomland. $3995/acre.

Meriwether Co. 83 acres - This beautiful farm has
everything you are looking for and much more. Large
4 bedroom, 3 bath home, 2 acre pond, and 63 acres
of improved pasture (fenced and cross fenced). Area
has rolling hills, beautiful views, with many other
restored farm houses in the area. Located only 30
minutes from Newnan, this property offers country
living with easy access to Atlanta. $650,000.

Talbot Co. 70 acres - Great hunting and investment
tract located close to the city limits of Talbotton off of
Highway 208. Fully wooded with open fields, this
property has power and county water and borders the
Talbotton Industrial tract on Highway:80. $.'3’500/acre.

Talbot Co. 558 acres - Great hunting and invest-
ment tract located close to the city limits of Talbotton
off of: Highway. 208. Fully wooded with open fields,
this property has power and county water and bor-
ders the Talbotton Industrial tract on Highway 80.
$3500/acre.

Meriwether Co. 194 acres - Great tract! Some
cutover, hardwood drains, 20 year old pine, creeks,
and beaver pond make this an outstanding hunting
tract. Located near the Hogansville exit off of |-85,
this is also a great investment tract. $3300/acre.

Talbot Co. 245 acres - Great hunting and investment
tract located close to the city limits of Talbotton off of
Highway 208. Fully wooded with open fields, this
property has power and county water and borders the
Talbotton Industrial tract on Highway 80. $3500/acre. |-

Meriwether Co..195 acres - Outstanding hunting
tract, great investment, great timber. Several creeks
and lake sites; located near the Hogansville exit off
of I-85. $4250/acre.

Crawford Co. 28 acres - Fully wooded:tract with
gently rolling hills, excellent timber value. Great for
hunting and home sites. Located 5 miles north of Ft.
Valley. Property has excellent internal road system
and frontage on well maintained county road.
$98,000. ‘

Taylor Co. 45 acres - | ocaig act orthern Taylor
County, abovggYeeeTSs (oo KA s mixed hard- |
woods, a te getd, and wildlife galore! Priced

right at $139,500.

Crawford Co. 40 acres - Fully wooded tract with
gently rolling hills, excellent timber value. Great for
hunting and'home sites. Located 5 miles north of Ft.
Valley. Property has excellent internal road system
and frontage on well maintained county road.
$140,000.

Crawford Co. 45 acres - Fully wooded tract with
gently rolling hills, excellent timber value. Great for
hunting and home sites. Located 5 miles north of Ft.
Valley. Property has excellent internal road system
and frontage on. well maintained county road.
$157,500.

For more information on these tracts
and other properties in both GEORGIA

and ILLINOIS, please contact us at
706-575-4178 or visit us online at
www.GLCLAND.com
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